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Briefing on U.S. Efforts in the Humanitarian Crisis in
the Horn of Africa

We also understand that it’s very important to provide longer-term responses. The President’s Feed the Future Initiative
works with pastoralists and farmers in the Horn of Africa to implement long-term food security programs both in Kenya and
Ethiopia. And I have to say that the fact that Kenya and Ethiopia offer a secure environment for those programs makes a real
difference, and we have seen improvement in the ability of people to adjust to these cyclical droughts that are part of the
weather cycle in that part of the world.

Ultimately, though, I think the answer to humanitarian crises in Somalia is going to be the establishment of secure and stable
governance in that country, governance that respects human rights and the basic needs of the population. The international
response to the humanitarian emergency in Somalia was significantly complicated and slowed by the actions of al-Shabaab
and other armed groups. So we will continue to work with regional governments, international partners, and humanitarian
organizations to meet the short-term emergency needs. We’ll also work with regional governments and others to establish
longer-term food security assurance, and we’ll continue to work on the fundamental need for stable, secure, and citizen-
focused governance in Somalia as the longest-term solution to this crisis.

Read the full briefing on the U.S. Department of State website
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